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Allen National School

NEWSLETTER

We are the Champions —

Three Fantastic Football Victories for Our School Teams!

What an incredible achievement for our young footballers! We are delighted to celebrate a remarkable sporting success
with victories for our U10 Football Team, U13 Girls Team, and U13 Boys Team.

The U13 Boys Team showed outstanding determination, teamwork, and skill throughout their match. Their hard work in
training paid off as they produced a fantastic performance to secure a well-deserved victory. Every player contributed to
the team's success and represented the school with great pride.

Our U13 Girls Team also delivered an excellent display of football. Their commitment, positive attitude, and teamwork
were evident from throw in to the end. The girls played with confidence and determination, earning a brilliant win that
they can be very proud of.

Completing a memorable hat-trick of victories, the U10 Team put in a superb performance to claim their win. Their
excellent passing, strong defending, and attacking play demonstrated the talent and dedication within the squad. The
boys and girls worked tirelessly for one another and thoroughly deserved their success.

These three victories are a testament to the high standards in effort, commitment, and sportsmanship shown by all our
players, their coaches and the trainers in the local Club — Ballyteague GFC. We are extremely proud of every pupil who
took part and would also like to thank the staff, parents and supporters who always encourage and inspire our teams.

Congratulations to all three teams on this wonderful, historic achievement. We wish all our 6th class players well as they
transition to second level football — we are sure we will be hearing their names into the future at club and county levels.
For all other players we look forward to many more exciting sporting successes over the coming years!
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Boys team ason |tzgerald Dougie Bowers, Robbie Murphy, Daniel Brady, Reuben Francis, Sam Yates, Jamie
Waters, Aaron Kilcoyne (Captain), Luca Mooney, Harry Thorpe Sam Andrews, Rian Kearns Mc Gee, Tommy Dunne Oran
O’Reilly, Patrick Mc Carthy.

U13 Girls team: Ruby Dignam, Heidi Mooney Freeman, Cara Connell, Abbie Scanlon, Lauren Lambe (Captain), Ava Cross,
Orla Doyle, Aimee Doyle, Leix Leeson Doyle, Sarah Grogan, Cacimhe Moran, Ava Brown, Faye Mahony, Ailbhe Byrne,
Aoibhinn Smith, Pollyanna Mc Carthy.

U10 Team: Fran Marsella, Ben Waters (Captain), Ailbhe Byrne, Ciara Mulhall, Sean O’Reilly, Joe Glavin, Morgan Mc
Kenna, Jack Coyne, Noah Leeson Doyle, Dylan Walsh, Scott O’'Rourke, Aoibhinn Smith, Andrew Cullen, Roisin O’Rourke,
Robyn Dunne.

To honour the players a Presentation night is being organised — details will follow.
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School tours will begin this Friday, June 12th, with Junior and Senior Infants travelling to Playtown in
Tullamore. This promises to be a school tour to spark the imagination. Playtown brings creativity, learning
and fun together. This miniature world will allow the pupils to explore, discover and play their way through

real-life roles in a safe, fun, and educational environment. It promises hands-on learning, and bucket loads of
fun — we simply can’t wait — everyone is so excited!!!!

In order to avoid disappointment for your child, please ensure your child’s school tour is fully paid.
Unfortunately, school budgets do not stretch to cover tours and parents are requested to pay before
departure. If you need any assistance please contact Ms. McDonagh in confidence to put a payment plan in
place.

Reminder

Ms Fullam will hold her Parent/Teacher Meetings this week on Monday and Wednesday

Out of this World - A Journey Through Space!

On Friday, June 5th, our school was transformed into a hub of discovery and excitement as all pupils took part in a special
Space Exploration Day.

Throughout the day, pupils from every class immersed themselves in a variety of engaging space-themed activities. The
children learned fascinating facts about the planets, stars, astronauts, and the wider universe. Classrooms were filled with
curiosity as pupils investigated the solar system, explored the challenges of space travel, and discovered what life might be

like beyond Earth.

Students enjoyed a range of hands-on activities, including creating space-themed artwork, designing rockets, building
models of planets, conducting science experiments, and participating in quizzes and challenges. Many classes also explored
the latest developments in space exploration and learned about historic space missions that have helped us better
understand our universe.

The day provided wonderful opportunities for collaboration, creativity, and problem-solving, while encouraging pupils to
think like scientists, engineers, and explorers. It was fantastic to see such enthusiasm and engagement from all year groups
as they embraced the theme and shared their learning with one another.

A special word of thanks goes to Mr. McNally STEM Co-Ordinator and to Professor Caitriona Jackman and her colleague
Sadhbh Leahy from Dunsink Observatory for their creativity and hard work in organising such an inspiring day of learning.
The pupils thoroughly enjoyed the experience and left with a greater appreciation of the wonders of space and the exciting
possibilities that lie beyond our planet.

Well done to everyone for making our Space Exploration Day a tremendous success!
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iPads Come to Life through Coding in Mathematics

Our pupils have been enthusiastically engaging in coding activities as part of the new Primary Mathematics
Curriculum. Coding provides an exciting and practical way for children to develop important mathematical
thinking skills while having fun and being creative.

The pupils have enjoyed using a variety of coding resources and challenges, working individually and
collaboratively to design solutions, debug errors, and complete tasks. These activities encourage perseverance,
creativity, communication, and critical thinking while reinforcing key mathematical concepts.

Coding helps children understand that mistakes are a natural part of learning. By testing, evaluating, and
improving their work, pupils build confidence and resilience as they work towards successful outcomes.

Well done to all our pupils for embracing coding with such curiosity, determination, and enthusiasm this year!

End of Year Mass 2026

Reminder our end of Year Mass will take place on Thursday, June 25%™, in Allen Church at
11:30am - all are welcome.

6t Class Graduation

The 6% Class Graduation will take place after the End of Year Mass, on Thursday, June 25,
in the Community Hall. We wish all our 6" Class pupils and their teachers every success
in their preparations.

Music Generation Kildare

All classes have engaged with Music Generation Kildare tutors this year. The corridors have been alive with the
sound of music. We would like to thank Luke, Will, Carrie, Aoife and Alan for all their hard work and support.
We all enjoyed learning from you.

Kildare

% Music Generation
Chill Dara

Summer Programme 2026

Application has been made to the Department of Education for the Summer Programme 2026. Parents of
eligible pupils have been notified via Aladdin and asked to indicate if they are interested in the programme.
We await the decision of the Department and will inform parents as soon as possible.

Child Protection

In line with Departmental requirements, the Board of Management reviewed our Child Protection Statement at
its recent meeting and a copy can be found on our website at www.allennationalschool.com or by contacting the
office at any time.
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School Reports

Please see the information below in relation to School Reports and the interpretation of sTEN scores. End
of year school reports will issue over the coming weeks.
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What do standardised tests
measure?

Standardised tests in English reading and maths
measure your child's achievement compared to cther
children in all schools at the same class or age level.
The standardised test in Irish reading measures a
childs achievement compared to other children in
Irish-speaking schools at the same class or age level

When does my child complete
standardised tests?

Your child completes standardised tS5ts towards the
end of 2nd, 4th and 6th classes. Your child anly
completes a standardised test in Irish reading i
he/she attends an Irish-speaking school. Some schools
chooee to use standardised tests with more classes.

3 Parenis 3 Primary # Assessment

What do my child’s standardised test scores mean?

Do all children take standardised
tests?

Your child’s teacher will decide which children wil take
the tests. For example, if your child's first language

is not English, the teacher may decide that ha/she
‘should not take the Englieh reading test. Your child
may, however, take the maths test. If your chid has a
learning or physical disability, the teacher may decide to
use a different way to measure your child’s progress.

Are standardised tests the only
way of gathering information

about my child's learning?

No. The diagram below shows how the teacher uses
many different ways to build a picture of your child’s
learning during the year. The teacher uses the picture
to celebrate your child’s achievements and to plan the
next steps needed to build on progress made.

What do my child’s test scores mean?
The teacher used STen scores to tall you how your child did in the tests. STen acores go from 1 10 10. The table
below describes what the different STen scorss tell you about your child’s achievement in the tests.

T — pe—————

8-10 Well above average 1/6 or almost 17%
7 High average 1/6 or almost 17%
5-8 Average 1/3 or aimost 34%
4 Low average 1/6 or almost 17%
1-3 Well below average 1/6 or almost 17%

Hyour childs STen score is between 5 and 6 for example, you will know that his/her performance on the test is average.
The table shows that about one in every three childen in keland have STen soores in this range. You can also see that some
children have STen scores above and balow the average.

Soores for children with Engiish as an additional language may not always reflect progress being made in diass. Similar care
i neadsd when interpreing scorss for chidren with specal scucational needs.

If my child’s score is low, what does What can affect my child’s test

this tell me? score?

A STen score of 1, 2 or 3 Suggests that your chid AS with other taets your child 0085 in 5chool, the scom ona
‘may have difficuities in one of the areas tested. Other standardised teet can be affected by how heshe fesls cnthe

assessments may be used to determine # this is the cass. 85t day or by womy Or excitsment about a home or school
Information about your child's learning and development at event. This means that each test score is an indication
The teacher Your child home e.g. homeoric, may also be helpf o the teacher o your Ghid's achievement. Remermber that you play an
observes your creates things Teachers at your child's schoo may decide that your child important roke in encouraging and supporting your child
child learning. and solves would bensfit from extra support. I 50, your child's teacher of tast recuits. You may ke to amrange 1o mest
= problems._ will tak to you about thie. with your chics teacher i you have any conoems about hie/
- Building 5 her scores.
Your child talks’ Picture ot The teacher ) o
about what :Vourchng‘ regularly gives If my child’s score is high, what .
he/she learnin s tests to your does this tell me? How can | help my child?
is learning. 9 child in class. A STen score of 8, 8 or 10 may au that your chid The NCCA has developed some online resources
isamhmm;nnmm “As with low S00res, t0 help you to support your chid's learning in
one high acore iz net encugh to confim this. Your primary 5chool. Many of these are avalable
e The teacher childs teacher will woe information from cther diasaroom i vanous languages and new resources are o
completes asks your child asseeaments o understand more clearly how well your reguiarly added 10 the parents’ page at www. -
standardised questions. cild s doing in maths, English reading or Inch reading, The ncca.ie/parents. Take a look at the resources for @
tests. - - may tak to you learning nities your child's class. A
four chil -
The teacher explains his/her that you and the school can provide for your chid. 1=
checks your opinions and
child’s worlc ideas.
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Uniform

The Board is delighted to announce the result of the polls in relation to the selection of our new PE uniform. The
most popular option was Option A which is the full blue tracksuit with red polo shirt. This option had a straight
leg but the majority of parents asked if this could be cuffed to give the option of wearing it loose or tight at the

ankle.

As it is late in the year, we have worked with the local uniform suppliers to facilitate an easy transition to the new
uniform. For this year Natashas in Rathangan and Kidstuff in Newbridge have agreed to provide the old uniform
at half price to any parent who needs to purchase a uniform for 2026/2027. The new uniform will be available
from Kidstuff in Newbridge by mid August. Parents therefore have the option to continue with any tracksuit they
currently have, purchase the existing tracksuit for half price or transition to the new tracksuit for September next.
In the new school year the Board will issue the timeframe for transitioning the whole school to the new tracksuit.

The Board would like to thank the Parents Association, all parents, pupils and staff who provided their input
during the selection process and our two local suppliers for their continued support and cooperation.

The Board is delighted with the outcome and hope that all the pupils will be comfortable and happy wearing their
new PE uniform.

The PE uniform is to be worn on Wednesdays and Fridays and the formal school uniform should be worn by all
pupils- Junior Infants to 6" class on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays.
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School Calendar 2026/2027

August 2026

26th August 2026 School reopens after Summer break

October 2026

2&th October — Znd Nowvember - Mid-Term Break

Movember 2026

Would you be interested in an After
School Club — Have your Say

2nd Nowvember 2026 School reopens after Mid-Term break

December 2026 participate in our Survey
22nd December 2026 Christmas holidays. School dosing at 11.30am

lanuary 2027

&th January 2027 School regpens after Christmas holidays

February 2027
1=t February 2027 5t. Brigid's Bank Holiday

18th & 19th February 2027 Mid-Term Break

March 2027
17th March 2027 5t. Patrick's Day Bank Haoliday

1%th March 2027 School clases for Easter holidays at 11.30am

April 2027

Eth April 2027 3chool reopens after Easter haolid a','sl

May 2027
3rd — 7th May 2027 Mid Term Break

10th May 2027 School reopens =frer Mid Term break Som@tlmes you
I have to rethink the
Fth June 2027 June Bank Holiday thll’\gs yOU thOUght

25th June 2027 School closes for Summer holidays 3t 11.20am you thought
@0 through.
g Vo .. -Winnie the Pooh

www.allennationalschool.com

Allen National School

allen.nationalschool@gmail.com

Allen, Kilmeague, Co. Kildare W91 AX99 045 860043
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