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Football – U10’s and U13’s 

Below upcoming fixtures and details as currently available – all subject to change depending on weather. 

Date Throw in Time Team Allen Vs Location 

April 22nd 12:00 noon U13 Girls Derrinturn  

April 23rd 12:30 U10 Boys Gaelscoil Ruairi Maynooth Gaelscoil Ruairi 

April 24th  11:30 U 13 Boys Robertstown Robertstown GAA 

April 28th  Subject to change U13 Boys Johnstownbridge  

April 29th  Subject to change  Rathcoffey  

May 5th Subject to change U13 Boys Timahoe/Staplestown Allen N.S. 

May 6th Subject to change U13 Girls Killashee Killashee 

May 8th Subject to change U10 Boys Cadamstown Allen N.S. 

     

 

Allen National School 
NEWSLETTER 

 

                                        

1.  

Warm Welcome to Allen to our new pupils. 

The school community extends a very warm welcome to 

the following children who have recently joined our 

school. Naomi, Violet, Niamh and Clementine. 

 We all hope you are settling in well and that you will be 

very happy with us. 

 

Reminder School Closure 
The school will be closed on Tuesday April 28th for staff training - PCF Day 2 

 

School Tours 2025/2026 

Please see below for details of the upcoming school tours taking place in June.  A payment link has issued for all 

class tours, we would appreciate if all payments could be made no later than 2 weeks prior to your child’s tour. 

Date Class Location of tour 
12th June Junior Infants/Senior Infants Playtown, Tullamore 
17th June 1st class/2nd class Dublin Zoo, Dublin 
19th June 5th class/6th class Emerald Park, Ashbourne 
22nd June 3rd class/4th class Beyond the Trees, Avondale 

 

Welcome to Allen NS 
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National Concert Hall Primary Ensemble Project 

As part of the National Concert Hall Primary Ensemble Project, our 6th class pupils 

travelled to Clarenbridge, Galway, on Wednesday last, April 15th, to Scoil Mhuire, where 

they met the pupils there who will also preform on the national stage on April 27th. Pupils 

from both schools engaged in a workshop with Fergus O'Carroll (RIAM). Fergus was very 

impressed by the standards we have achieved and praised the staff and pupils for their 

dedication, perseverance in practicing and their professional performance. It was amazing 

to  experience the ease with which the pupils from both schools preformed their 

collaborative piece. The final performance will take place on the stage of the National 

Concert Hall on Monday, April 27th. We are all so excited and so proud for our school to be 

represented at such a prestigious event and in such a renowned venue. This is a first for our 

school and is testament to the hard work and talents of the staff and pupils. It is a once in a 

lifetime opportunity for such a collective, inclusive class performance, but experiencing 

their talents, we are sure it will not be the last time we see them on this stage. 

 

 

 

 

Standardised Testing 
 

As we are now into the third term of the school year, we encourage all parents to ensure 

that their children attend school every day unless they are ill. Standardized assessments 

take place during this term and it is important that children are present for these 

assessments. The assessments help monitor and track their progress. The assessments 

provide valuable insights into how the children are performing relative to similar aged 

children throughout the country. Assessment results are reported to parents in the annual 

end of school year reports. 
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Sacrament of Reconciliation – First Confession 

Our pupils in 2nd class will make their First Confession in Allen Church, on 

Wednesday evening, April 21st. They have all been preparing with Ms. McNamara 

and are all very excited. Fr Willie will be present and has called many times to 

visit the class over the previous months. He has been very impressed with all the 

preparations. We are looking forward to sharing this special evening with the 

pupils and their families. 

 

School Transport Scheme services for the 2026/2027 

Bus Éireann’s on-line application portal is now open 

 

How to apply 

You can apply on-line to Bus Éireann at www.buseireann.ie/schooltransport or click here Bus Éireann 

Portal. 

The closing date for payments or entering medical card details is Friday, 8 May 2026. 

Who needs to apply 

• Students who have never applied for school transport. 

• Students starting junior infants or first year for the first time in the 2026/27school year. 

• Students changing home address or moving school in the 2026/27 school year. 

• All students who have arrived in Ireland from Ukraine, residing in accommodation centres, modular 

homes, with host families and independently and all students residing in IPAS/EROC centres. 

If you apply after the closing date, your application will be late and you may not get a ticket 

 
Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE), Stay Safe and Anti-bullying 

As part of our Whole School Plan for Social, Personal, Health Education (SPHE) we are implementing the 

programmes of Stay Safe and Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) in term 3 of the school year (April 

- June). 

What is RSE? 

RSE provides children with structured opportunities to develop the knowledge, attitudes, values, beliefs 

and practical skills necessary to establish and sustain healthy personal relationships as children and, 

subsequently, as adults. 

Why teach RSE in school? 

The general aim of education is to contribute towards the development of all aspects of the individual, 

including the aesthetic, creative, critical, cultural, emotional, intellectual, moral, physical, political, social 

and spiritual development for personal and family life, for working life, for living in the community and for 

leisure. Relationships and Sexuality Education is clearly a part of this general aim. 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.buseireann.ie%2Fschooltransport&data=05%7C02%7CWEBMASTER%40education.gov.ie%7C96987ec10a0c4aa5299308ddd8bccca9%7Cf5c0d15a869347e3b506b1617300787f%7C0%7C0%7C638905027578526567%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wbl0qmfOUoziM0kLwWpHzBFsMtcVqbVXPjIeiu9lzbk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.buseireann.ie/schooltransport
https://www.buseireann.ie/schooltransport
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RSE can be facilitated in three ways within the school: 

· in the context of a positive school climate and atmosphere; 

· as part of timetabled SPHE; 

· on an integrated, cross-curricular basis. 

The RSE program is a publication from the Department of Education and is prepared by the National Council 

for Curriculum and Assessment. It is obligatory for schools to cover this program to ensure the health and 

safety of the children in our care. 

The program consists of a series of 9 to 12 lessons, which are arranged sequentially and are age 

appropriate. However, they are not prescriptive, rather they provide a menu of options for classroom 

lessons from which teachers can choose.  Lesson materials may be supplemented, and topics may be 

integrated across other curriculum areas. 

For parents who would like more information, the Department of Education–approved resources for RSE 

are available through the SPHE/RSE section of the curriculum 

on https://www.curriculumonline.ie/primary/curriculum-areas/social-personal-and-health-

education/sphe-rse-toolkit/ which outlines the content covered at each class level. 

Oide (the national organisation for teacher and school leader professional learning) have some helpful tips 

for parents and supportive resources to use at home at https://oide.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/RSE-

in-the-Primary-School-Tips-for-Parents.pdf 

You will also find a Parents Guide for Stay Safe available 

at https://www.staysafe.ie/parent_guide.htm along with content on the program being delivered 

The RSE resource materials acknowledge parents/guardians as the primary educators of their children and 

provide assistance to teachers in their complementary and supportive role. Opportunities will be afforded 

to parents to engage with their children on the resource content at various stages throughout the 

programme. There is a Home-School Links page for each theme which will be sent home by the class 

teacher as lessons are being taught. 

What does the Stay Safe programme do? 

The aim of the Stay Safe programme is to teach children personal safety skills so they can look after 

themselves in situations which could be upsetting or dangerous. It deals initially with common situations 

which most children will experience at some stage or other, e.g. feeling upset, getting lost or feeling bullied. 

The programme also teaches children the safety skills necessary to protect themselves from physical or 

sexual abuse and emphasises the importance of telling a trusted adult about any problems they have. 

Parents/guardians have access to classroom materials through the SPHE link 

provided: https://www.pdst.ie/Stay-Safe-Teachers 

The Stay Safe programme is part of the Social, Personal and Health Education curriculum which all primary 

schools are required to implement. Co-operation between parents and teachers is essential to the success 

of this programme. It is important that parents are aware of the content of the Stay Safe lessons and are 

able to discuss the lessons with their children. Your child may bring home worksheets which will inform you 

on the topics being covered in class and how you can reinforce the messages at home. 

 

 

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/primary/curriculum-areas/social-personal-and-health-education/sphe-rse-toolkit/
https://www.curriculumonline.ie/primary/curriculum-areas/social-personal-and-health-education/sphe-rse-toolkit/
https://oide.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/RSE-in-the-Primary-School-Tips-for-Parents.pdf
https://oide.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/RSE-in-the-Primary-School-Tips-for-Parents.pdf
https://www.staysafe.ie/parent_guide.htm
https://www.pdst.ie/Stay-Safe-Teachers
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Anti-Bullying 

Our school recognises the very serious nature of bullying and the negative impact it can have on the lives of 

pupils. We are fully committed to preventing and tackling any bullying behaviour through our whole school 

approach. This includes: 

1. A positive school culture and climate which: 

· is welcoming of difference and diversity and is based on inclusivity; 

· encourages pupils to disclose and discuss incidents of behaviours they find unacceptable and/or upsetting 

in a non-threatening environment; and 

· promotes respectful relationships across the school community; 

2. Effective leadership with a designated Anti Bullying Co-ordinator 

3. A school-wide approach 

4. A shared understanding of what bullying is and its impact 

5. Implementation of education and prevention strategies (including awareness raising measures) that 

· build empathy, respect and resilience in pupils; and 

· explicitly address the issues of cyber-bullying and identity-based bullying; 

6. Effective supervision and monitoring of pupils 

7. Supports for staff 

8. Consistent recording, investigation and follow up of any reports of bullying behaviour (including use of 

established intervention strategies). 

The Sean Fallon Anti Bullying Campaign approach has been adopted by our school for tackling bullying 

issues. This campaign takes a ‘no blame’ approach whereby children are supported through their decision 

making and problem solving skills by following a series of lessons, steps and guidelines. 

We have hosted separate teacher and parent training workshops by Sean Fallon in the school to date and 

information can be found on https://www.antibullyingcampaign.ie/ 

Class teachers will issue letters to all parents/guardians this week and will follow-up with information to 

inform parents/guardians of the dates and times the lessons for RSE will take place. 

RSE, Stay Safe and Anti-Bullying lessons are mandatory across all schools. Parental permission is assumed. 

If for any reason you do not want your child to participate in the RSE lessons you must inform their class 

teacher in writing before the commencement of the lessons in your child’s class and you must arrange to 

pick your child up from school before the allocated lesson time.  

Please refer to the letter your child will bring home on Monday April 20th. 

Thank You. 

 

 

 

https://www.antibullyingcampaign.ie/
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www.allennationalschool.com 

allen.nationalschool@gmail.com 

045 860043 

P.A. News 

Thanks again to all who continue to drop bags of bottles off 

and use the school bins for the Deposit Return scheme. Our 

latest trip brought in €255 which brings our total to date to 

€1,350. All money goes back into the school so every little 

helps. Please encourage all your children to continue to use 

the bins at the school. Many thanks. 

http://www.allennationalschool.com/

