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Allen National School

NEWSLETTER

Upcoming School Closures

Don’t forget the school will be closed on Monday and
Tuesday, March 16 and 17" — St Patrick’s Weekend.

Exciting Developments in Our School Garden!

We are delighted to share the wonderful progress happening in our school garden! Over the mid-term
break work began to transform the space at the back of our school into a vibrant, hands-on learning
environment.

The platform for a polytunnel, to be funded by the PA, was put in place. The area adjacent to it, has
been concreated to ensure access for everyone. Water supply for the sprinkler system was connected
and, weather permitting, the area will be fenced off and linked to our Orchard of Hope.

As the project progresses, we hope to have new raised beds installed, and students will then have the
opportunity to plant seasonal vegetables, herbs, and colourful flowers. Some have already begun to
sow seeds in classrooms and at home in anticipation of the garden! The garden will provide valuable

opportunities for children to learn about sustainability, healthy eating, and the science of plant growth
— all while developing teamwork and responsibility.

Future plans also include creating a mini-beast and wildlife-friendly area, installing compost bins, and
introducing outdoor learning sessions across different subjects. We are incredibly proud of the work to
date and thank all involved. If you, or someone you may know, can help us with the sourcing of raised

beds, seeds and/or plants we would love to hear from you.

A special word of thanks to Mooney Contracting Services who very kindly denoted soil and labour for
the project and to n& c for their financial contribution and the donation of decorative stone, your
generosity is very much appreciated.

We look forward to watching our garden — and our young gardeners — continue to grow! &

Riverbank Creative Writing Workshop

On March 2nd one lucky class will travel to the Riverbank Arts Theatre in
Newbridge to participate in a Creative Writing Workshop. Organised by Ms
Ni Chaoimh, the Workshop will develop creative writing skills. The pupils
will have the opportunity to work with authors and poets.

The winning class is Ms. Garry’s 3™ class.
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Dates for the Sacraments

The Sacrament of Confirmation will take place on Thursday March 26" in Allen

Church at 2pm for the pupils of Allen and Milltown schools.
The Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation) will take place in Allen Church on 21 April at 7.30pm
' The Sacrament of Eucharist (Holy Communion) will take place in Allen Church

on Saturday May 16th at 11am.

Confirmation Retreat

Pupils preparing for the sacrament of confirmation will travel to De La Salle
Retreats in Castletown on 12" March to participate in the annual retreat.

Seachtain na Gaeilge 2 2
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We will celebrate World Book Day on 10" March.
Children can dress-up as a character from their
favorite book and/or bring their favorite book to
school.

Seachtain na Gaeilge will run from March 1
— March 13%™. We have lots of activities
planned to celebrate our language, customs
and traditions. La Glas will take place on
Friday March 13* when the pupils will have
a no uniform day and come into school
dressed in green.

The Book Fair is also scheduled to visit the school
from the 11* March. There will be a schedule for
each class to visit the fair and parents will be
informed in advance. If you would like to view the
books that will be at the fair you can visit
https://bookfairs.scholastic.ie/bookcases
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Assembly for Junior Infants - 2" class

There was great excitement on Thursday morning when Ms McNamara coordinated an assembly for all the
junior classes. Children from Junior Infants through to 2" class participated. Pupils from Ms McNamara’s
class were the first to present at the assembly. The following pupils received awards:

Kindness Awards: Annabelle (J.1.), Helen (S.l.), Jasmeen (1), Annie (2")
Gaeilgore Awards: Liam (J.1.), Evan (S.l.), Niamh (1), Ellen (29)

Well done to everyone on their fantastic achievements.

Class Assembly

Class Assembly
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Acro Gymnastics World Cup

We are delighted to let you know that Polly from 3rd class
has qualified to represent Ireland in the Acro Gymnastics
World Cup which will take place in Portugal in early March.
Well done to Polly, everyone here in Allen N.S. are very
proud of your achievements. Polly is pictured at the top of
the pyramid.

The sound of Music in the Halla

We were very lucky indeed to have a piano donated
and delivered to the school just before the midterm
break and it is now taking pride of place in our Halla.
Many of the children can’t resist playing a few chords
as they walk through the school, a few of the staff
can’t resist the urge either!

Parent: Assoclation

Our Parents’ Association are planning their annual Easter Raffle and are reaching out to ask parents if
they can help by donating some prizes. Last year's raffle was very well supported and was a great
success. The money raised was spent on the ‘wishlist’ from the Student Council for wet day games and
toys. This year the PA hope to continue to work with the Council on games and equipment for outdoor
play. If you can help in any way contact Sinead on 087 9549436 or leave a message for her through the
school office.
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