
Issue 14 23/02/2026 
 

 

 
 

Football Training 

 

Allen National School 
NEWSLETTER 

 

                                       Playground Development 

 

 

We are delighted to report that work to extend our playgrounds has 
commenced.  This will include the relocation of the school shed, the 

introduction of the long awaited polytunnel and the construction of a 
playing pitch for the junior classes. 

 
The work is being undertaken in collaboration with the Parent’s 

Association and it is hoped it will be completed before the end of the 
current school year. 

 

The Holy Time of Personal Reflection 
 

We marked the start of Lent with the help of Fr Willie, who very kindly dropped 
the Blessed Ashes into the school.  Any pupil who wished to follow the tradition 
of having the sign of the cross on their forehead was facilitated to do so. Lent is 

a 40-day, springtime, pre-Easter season of reflection, and preparation to 
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus at Easter. The pupils learned they can 

observe Lent by praying, fasting (giving up treats or negative behaviours), and 
giving alms (acts of kindness, helpfulness and support). It’s a time to focus on 

doing good things and growing closer to God. 
 

We also learned about other traditions that children in our school community 
are engaging with, for example, some pupils are observing Ramadan with their 
families. This involves  fasting, prayer and charity during the Islamic holy month 
from February 17th to March 19th. Fasting takes place from early morning until 
sunset daily, with meals after sunset and before sunrise taking place each day 

to break the fasts. 

 

Owing to the bad weather football training is paused as the pitch is 

waterlogged in places. Three panels have been formed for the U10s, 

U13 Girls and U13 Boys. Priority in training will be given to the 

pupils with the first fixture dates and training will rotate for the other 

two panels. Two panels will train on Thursdays and coaches will 

notify parents in advance if their child is to bring their training gear. 
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Nothing like Dance to ensure your wellbeing 

 

Parent Teacher Meetings 

Many thanks to all the parents who attended the 

Parent Teacher and IEP Meetings during the 

past few weeks. We hope you learned of your 

child’s progress and enjoyed your visit to the 

school and their classrooms. 

 

 

 

 

6th Class Graduation Hoodies 

6th Class pupils received their Graduation Hoodies on Friday 13th February just in time for 

Valentine’s day and as a reminder to them all of how much they are loved by their parents and the 

school community. It was an emotional moment as Ann Coffey, SNA, with 6th Class was presented 

with her  very own Hoodie! 

 

Ms McNamara’s 2nd Class were displaying their dance moves this 

week in the Halla. The pupils were learning how different parts of 

their bodies can respond to music and how good it can make you 

feel to dance! All part of the roll out of the New Primary 

Curriculum Framework which places an emphasis on integrating 

wellbeing with physical movement and activities you can engage 

with to keep your mind and body fit and healthy. 

 
Cheer Leader Moves emerging from 

Music Generation 

There was great excitement in the Halla on Thursday 

when Carrie from Music Generation introduced the 

Junior and Senior Infants to the music from the Super 

Bowl ! She also provided instruction on how to move 

as a cheer leader!! 

Confidently, each young pupil embraced the 

challenge, took the pom poms and gave it socks!. It 

was a sight to behold!! 

 

 

 

 

School Choir to Perform for Confirmation 

Allen School Choir has been asked to preform for the Sacrament of Confirmation. Ms Brennan will lead the 

preparations. The Confirmation will take place on March 26th in Allen Church and will involve pupils from 

Allen and Milltown Primary Schools. 
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Spring Sprung A Fun and Furry Visit from Three Lambs to Junior and Senior Infants. 

As the seasons changed, lessons in Junior and Senior Infants placed a specific focus on signs of Spring in our 

local environment. Beginning on February 1st, with the celebration of St Brigid’s day, the pupils explored and 

investigated emerging evidence of the new season. They learned about the changing weather, changing day 

light hours, sowing seeds, the snowdrop, daffodil and hyacinth and the animals that come out of hibernation 

as the days grow warmer. They examined the life cycle of the frog and learned about frogspawn and 

tadpoles. To make the learning experience even more exciting, we were thrilled to welcome three very 

special guests to our class — three adorable little lambs! 

The little lambs, who came from Hyland’s local farm, arrived just in time for lunch!! They were a huge hit 

with the pupils. The boys and girls had the chance to learn about where lambs come from, how they grow, 

and the role they play in farming life. The children were able to pet the lambs, ask questions, and observe 

them up close, giving them a deeper appreciation for the animals that signal the arrival of spring in our 

countryside. 

It was thirsty work for the lambs and the children got to hold their bottles while they had some milk. 

The visit was part of a broader curriculum focused on seasons and nature, combining hands-on learning with 

classroom instruction. It was a wonderful way for the students to connect with the environment and 

understand the cycle of life, all while having a bit of fun with our furry friends! 

A huge thank you to the Hyland and Mooney families for organising and bringing the lambs to visit. We can’t 

wait to see who we might see when we go on our Spring Hunt after the mid-term break! 

 

 

  

See more photos on X or on our website www.allennationalschool.com 
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Next Workshop in National Concert Hall Programme planned for 24th February 

Ms Ní Chaoimh has been working very hard to co-ordinate the development of our school ensemble 

in advance of our next workshop which will take place with Fergus O'Carroll. The pupils are working 

on an arrangement of Báidín Fheilimí. 

The ensemble began with ukuleles from our Music Generation Project but has extended now to 

include, percussion instruments, guitars and keyboards. The pupils are developing their listening 

skills and their abilities to follow the directions of a conductor and to work together to co-ordinate 

their entry and exit at various points in the performance. It is a joy to witness their progress and we 

have no doubt they will wow the audience when they take to the national stage later in the year. 

 

Love was in the air in Second Class. 

The girls and boys in Ms McNamara’s 2nd Class were taking the task of surprising loved ones very 

seriously, when the Junior and Senior Infants called to visit on Friday 13th. They were all very busy 

making their Valentine’s Day cards and what an array of colour there was on display. The people 

who received the cards were very lucky indeed! 

 

 

Daffodils in 4th Class 

Ms Brennan’s pupils were busy in art this week constructing a spring 

arrangement of beautiful daffodils which brought to mind the following poem: 

 

 

Remember to follow us 

on X @Allen_NS_ or on 

our website 

www.allennationalschool

.com for more photos 

http://www.allennationalschool.com/
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