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'SCHOOL| School Closures 'SCHOOL|
e{He}-1=08 We have been notified of the following school closures for staff training: &K1

Friday November14th-2025
Tuesday January 27th 2026

Tuesday April 28th 2026

November 21st 2025

Child Safeguarding

Staff completed Child Protection CPD on Friday November 14", The Board is
presently reviewing and updating our Child Safeguarding Risk Assessment. All P e
parents and staff are asked to review the risk assessment
https://www.allennationalschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Risk-As
sessment-Allen-NS-Jan-2024-Ratified-by-BOM.pdf and to forward any
suggestions for improvement to Ms McDonagh by Friday November 28", Our
annual Child Safeguarding and Anti-Bullying Parent and Pupil Surveys will
issue on Tuesday next. The Board would appreciate if you could complete and
return the survey to your child’s class teacher before Friday 28".

Delivery of New Benches

The Board, staff and pupils would like to thank the
P.A. for organising the purchase and delivery of three
new picnic benches for the development of our
outdoor classroom. The benches were made by those
involved with the Men'’s Shed Allenwood and we are
very grateful to all involved.




Additional School Accommodation

The design team have been working over the summer period on the
development of the design and plan for our new classrooms. The design is
b. nearing completion and that will conclude Stage one of the process. We are all
very excited by the progress being made.

Removal of the Prefab and Extension of play area

The Board of Management has reviewed the teaching and learning spaces and
the play areas within the school. In an effort to extend the external space
available to the pupils, the Board arranged for the Removal of the Prefab, the P
cleaning of the site and preparation for the Extension of the Play Area at the ==
rear of the school. In addition, the Board has arranged for the removal of the |
old oil tank and the development of additional storage space for yard
equipment. Huge thanks to all who have helped in any way with the prefab
and the clear out of the shed and to Callan Recycling for their kind assistance
in delivering the skips.

g,’vx,.** : Give the Gift of Reading

: n‘ir b

Children’s Books Ireland are reminding all parents of the importance of
promoting reading with all children. As you prepare for Christmas, please
give some thought to purchasing a book for your family and friends.

School Uniforms

The Board and staff would like to thank all parents who ensure their child(ren) attend school in

the correct uniform. We have been reminding the pupils over the past number of weeks of the

importance of wearing the correct uniform on the correct day. We are delighted to report there
has been a notable improvement across the school. Thank You.

We would like to remind all parents that pupils are required to wear the full school uniform on
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. PE tracksuits are only permitted on Wednesdays and
Fridays. This applies to all classes and is particularly important for 6th class pupils, as they
provide an example to younger peers and are preparing to transition to second level where the
wearing of the school uniform is mandatory every day. Wearing of the correct uniform is
important for everyone — it promotes a sense of school unity and school spirit, it promotes
equality and it is only fair that everyone follows the rules. It creates a united school identity and '~
when children represent the school and meet with peers from other schools, it is important for
their self-esteem that their dress code provides confidence, security and equality. All items of
our uniform are generic and can be purchased from general retailers. Alternatively, parents can
source uniform items from Natasha’s in Rathangan and/or Kidstuff in Newbridge. Jumpers are in
stock and cost €26.99 (smaller sizes) and €29.99 (larger sizes). The PA also have previously
loved items and can be contacted through the Chairperson or the school office.

We encourage all parents to ensure their child(ren) wear the correct uniform on the
relevant day. It is obvious to them, and to everyone else, when someone presents in the
incorrect attire. Better to ensure they wear the appropriate uniform, do not feel different

to others and can concentrate on their most important job — embracing their learning
and reaching their full potential.




6th Class go Electric

Ms. Ni Chaoimh and Mr. Dickinson and all the pupils in 6 class
would like to thank the P.A. for the purchase and provision of the
Electricity Kits. This week the children explored how electricity is

generated and developed circuit boards during science.

Preparations for First Holy Communion v Ce
e e
This week Ms. Mc Namara met with members of the Communion committee to L i
forward plan for the commencement of the monthly Communion preparation
masses. Parents of children from 2" class will shortly receive a list of the dates e
for the masses. Over the coming months all children will have the opportunity to | o+ 3 . 3
attend the monthly masses and a small group each month will actively participate ™L T
in the Mass. The programme is organised by the Parish Office and it is hoped that 33 _ : ‘a_:__,
all children and parents will attend this special occasion each month. {:_-' T :f_:kﬁ:“ﬁ
Gaeilge

: Our Gaeilge Team have worked very hard and we now have an advanced draft of
'S' 'lom our new Plean Gaeilge which we hope will be completed before Christmas and
G aei 'ge rolled out early in the new year. We encourage all parents to speak positively
about our native language and to encourage the children to use their vocabulary
at all opportunities.

Roll out of New Maths Curriculum

Across the school staff are implementing our New Maths curriculum. Pupils are
actively engaging in exploring new ways to solve maths problems. The focus is on the )
use of concrete materials and engagement with our new Maths programme.



Senior Classes Assembly

Jason, Scott, Robbie, Hannah R and Daisy Mae each received a “Gaeilgeor na Seachtaine”
award this week. Well done everyone! Unfortunately, Daisy Mae is missing from the picture.

This week at assembly the following received the “Kindness Awards”: Aaron, Kayla May,
Amelia, Sam and Joe. Unfortunately, Sam is missing from the picture. Well done everyone!

Are you following us on X — Twitter? @Allen_NS_
If not then don’t worry you won’t miss out on seeing all that is going on
in our school because the X — Twitter news is now live on our website.
Share the site address with family and friends.




TEAM@:HOPE Team Hope Shoebox Appeal 2025 TEAM@:HOPE

Helping vulnerable children overseas Helping wulnerable children overseas

On Monday 17th November we had our annual Shoebox Appeal collection and it’s safe
to say the whole community contributed greatly towards this very worthy cause. We
would like to thank all the parents, grandparents and the local community for their
generosity in filling the shoeboxes. This is a very important initiative at this time of
year. It focuses our minds on those less fortunate than ourselves and the importance
of sharing and giving. It is not the type or size of the present that matters but the
thought and care that went into sourcing it and thinking of someone else.

You will see from the photos that the school as a whole had a lovely time passing the
parcels around the school yard to Jennifer’s car for the shoeboxes to begin their
journey to other parts of the world. Not that an excuse is needed ... but the opportunity
was not lost and Colette got everyone into the Christmas Spirit with lively Christmas
tunes playing on the intercom.




Updated dates for your Diary

The Christmas Programme for this year is as follows — hold the dates:

Date Event Class
Monday 17th November Christmas Shoebox Appeal All classes
TBC Distribution of the Christmas Cards
TBC Annual Christmas Quiz Senior Classes
Monday 8th December NCH - RAMI Workshop 6th A & 6th B
Monday 8th December Christmas Tree Lighting
Tuesday 9th December 7:30pm Carol Service - Allen Church JI, SI, 1st, 3rd, 5th
Wednesday 10th December 7:30pm Carol Service — Allen Church 2nd, 4th, 6th
Friday 12th December Santas Visit All
Saturday 13th December ABC Fun Run All
Monday 15th December Annual Christmas Craft Fair All
Tuesday 16th December Christmas Jumper Day All
Wednesday 17th December Music Generation Ukulele Play Along TBC
Wednesday 17th December Distribution of the Christmas Annuals
Thursday 18th December Christmas Table Quiz 3rd - 6th classes
Friday 19th December Christmas Raffle All
Friday 19th December Christmas Holidays at 11.30am All

Do you or someone you know Sing or play and instrument? Would
you/they like to join us for the Carol Service on Dec 9th and/or 10th. Please
contact the office if you/they would like to participate.
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