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“.,;JP!!;- Retrofit news

Minister McEntee confirms €1.8m for Allen National School for major energy and
decarbonisation retrofit works this summer, under the REPower EU Programme.

The Board of Allen National School warmly welcomes Minister Helen McEntee's
announcement that the school has been selected as one of 28 schools to undergo major
energy retrofit works this summer. The works will ensure that the school will have a building
energy rating (BER) of at least B by installing heat pumps, LED lighting and mechanical heat
recovery ventilation. The fabric and air tightness of the school will also be upgraded and there
is the possibility that electric car chargers will be installed. These upgrades will greatly
enhance comfort and functionality in the school while contributing to a lower carbon footprint
and reduced energy costs. The REPower EU Pathfinder programme is an ambitious fast
tracked initiative with accelerated timelines designed to meet the EU's targets and milestones
required for funding compliance.

The project is ambitious. The contractor will be working to a very tight timeline. They will
begin on June 27th when the children leave school for the summer holidays. The project will
continue over the summer months. Presently, it is planned the work will concluding on August
31st when the school will be handed back to the Principal for opening on September 15!

In total, €1.8 million will be invested in our school over the summer period. The investment will
ensure that staff and pupils return to a much more comfortable teaching and learning
environment.

The Board would like to thank Ms McDonagh and the team from AFEC who worked on our
application and ensured its successful outcome. We are all very excited by this project which
will act to model the latest technologies in energy efficiency. We look forward to working with

CJK Contractors to ensure the project is completed efficiently, effectively and on time.



5! Class Pupils participate in Music Generation Kildare Live Performance

On Wednesday June 10", our young musicians from 5t Class A and 5%
Class B travelled to Riverbank Arts Centre in Newbridge, where they
participated in the end of year music generation Kildare concert. The

children played their ukuleles, guitars and precushion instruments. They
were accompanied by their Music Generation tutors, Luke and William and,
their teachers Ms N Chaoimh and Mr Holmes. The children read the music
from a large screen while playing their instruments and even managed to
sing along to some of the tunes. It was a great morning and we were ever
so proud to have been selected to participate in this wonderful event. You
can share their experience by following us on Twitter/X @Allen_NS _
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Welcoming Our New Junior Infants

here was great excitement this week as we began our preparations

to welcome all our incoming junior infants and their parents when
they visit us in ‘Big School’ on June 19",

We have lots of fun activities planned for all the boys and girls and

we can't wait to meet them!



Minister McEntee issues new guidance on mobile phone use in
primary schools.

Minister for Education and youth Helen McEntee TD announced on June 13,
announced comprehensive national guidance on the use of an access to
personal mobile phones and smart watches by pupils in primary schools. The
Minister has requested that all primary schools implement a policy to ban the
use of and access to mobile phones including smart watches during the
school day. The guidance is designed to enhance pupil well-being, reduce
risks such as cyber bullying and exposure to inappropriate content promote
more focused school environments, with greater peer interaction and
socialisation.

The Board of Management of Allen National School welcomes this
announcement in the interest of the well-being of all the children and is asking
for all parents and guardians to implement the Minister’s wish with immediate

effect.

The Board and staff are working to draft a policy, as requested by the Minister
and will be consulting with parents, the student council staff, and other
stakeholders in due course.
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On Monday, June 18th we kick off with the first of our school tours. 3rd and 4th class
pupils will become time travellers and will travel back in time at Rockfield House. With
a special programme specifically planned for Allen NS, adventure and fun await all
brave enough to step back in time!!! We can’t wait to capture this one!

Reminder payment for school tours is now overdue. Unfortunately, anyone who has
not paid cannot be allowed to travel. Payment plans can be put in place for anyone
experiencing financial difficulties at this time. Please contact Ms McDonagh in
confidence.

Reminder: Our End of Year Mass will take place on
Thursday 26™ June @ 11am — All are Welcome.
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Sports Day will take place on Monday June 23" depending on weather. If the
forecast is bad for Monday and the weather is good on Friday 20" it will be
brought forward to Friday 20™". All parents will receive notice confirming the date.
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5t Class Mini-Business Fair

Our fifth class pupils have been participating in educational initiatives that foster an
entrepreneurial mindset and skill set in pupils. The initiative aims to cultivate
creativity, problem solving and, the ability to identify and pursue opportunities
whether in starting a new venture or contributing to an existing one.

Working individually or in pairs or small groups, the pupils in 5A and 5B have
developed their businesses and their products. They are taking these to the market
on Tuesday next, June 17", when they will host the annual Mini Business Fair. All
pupils from junior infants to 6th class will have the opportunity to visit the fair and
to purchase some of the products if they so wish.

We are all very excited and are looking forward to seeing all the range of new
products this year. Best of luck to all our young entrepreneurs.
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