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Welcome Back

A very warm welcome to our first newsletter of the new school year. We hope
you all had a lovely summer break and, we are delighted to see everybody —
pupils, staff, parents, grandparents, childminders/carers all back at school.

A special welcome to our new teachers Ms McMahon and Ms McEvoy and to
the new girls and boys who have joined us in Junior Infants. A special

ﬁ T{}'HE@\: ) welcome too to all the new pupils joining us in our other classes across the
&pCH@@ﬁm school. We are delighted to welcome you all and your parents, to our school
;‘f{ mﬂ * community, which is extending beyond the village year on year.

We are delighted to report that everyone has settled into the school routine
very well and all pupils are reporting that they are delighted to be back at
school and back with their friends.

Drop Off and Collection

A reminder to all parents not to drop their children before 8:40 AM as the yard is not
supervised until that time and your child is not insured to be on the school premises.
Children can arrive from 8:40 AM. Junior and senior infants enter through the main
gate and their parents can park in the car park across the road. Parents of pupils from
1st to 6th class, can use the drop off system in the church car park. Please ensure your
child exits your car from the passenger side. Pupils enter the school via the small gate
from the church car park. Children proceed to wait for their teacher in their lines. On
wet mornings teachers have very kindly agreed to be in their rooms from 8:40 AM and
children may proceed directly to the classrooms. In the afternoons, Junior and Senior
Infants are collected at 1:30pm from the main gate and pupils from 1st to 6th class
leave the school via the small gate into the church car park where they can meet their
parents. All pupils must tell their class teacher they are going to their parents before
leaving their line. We thank all parents for their cooperation with these procedures.

Every School Day Counts

Everyday matters to the education of a child, please ensure your child comes to school
everyday unless they are unwell or you have a family emergency. All absences need to be
explained. Parents can do this via Aladdin. Tips on how to encourage good school
attendance can be found on our website www.allennationalschool.com



Uniform

Parents are requested to send their children to school in their school uniform on Mondays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays and in their school PE tracksuits on Wednesdays and Fridays.

Board and Staff contact details

Chairperson Fr Willie Byrne School Office 045 860043

Principal/Secretary to Board | Dr Perpetua McDonagh 045 860043/087 6559081

of Management principal@allennationalschool.com

School Secretary Colette Burke 045 860043
allen.nationalschool@gmail.com

Class Teacher Teacher e-mail

Junior Infants Ms. Fullam sfullam@allennationalschool.com

Senior Infants Ms. Garry Igarry@allennationalschool.com

1st Class Ms. Brett Ibrett@allennationalschool.com

2nd Class Mr. Mc Nally mmcnally@allennationalschool.com

3rd Class Ms. Mc Mahon cmcmahon@allennationalschool.com

4th Class Mr. Dickinson cdickinson@allennationalschool.com

5th Class A Mr. Holmes mholmes@allennationalschool.com

5th Class B Ms. Ni Chaoimh rnichaoimh@allennationalschool.com

6th Class Ms. Brennan hbrennan@allennationalschool.com

Aladdin Connect

In Allen National School we communicate with all parents and guardians through Aladdin Connect.
This is an efficient, cost effective, sustainable way for the school and parents to keep in touch. If you

are not connected or are having some difficulty with your connection please contact the office, and
Colette can offer advice on how to solve your problems.

You can use Aladdin to update your personal details, change address, phone number, read school

notices, complete permission slips, make payments to the school, see your child's test results and
reports, let the school know the reason your child may be absent etc.

If you are a new parent and have downloaded the app, please complete the process and validate
your mobile number, if you do not validate your mobile number the system will try to send you
messages but you will not receive them.

Aladdin Payments

Parents can now make school payments securely through the
Aladdin Connect payment facility. Please follow the
instructions below to find out how to make a payment, check
any outstanding fees and check your payments. It is hoped this
will make paying for school related materials and events much
easier for parents going forward.

Login into your Aladdin Connect App
e  On the home screen, you will notice a new icon called
ePayments
e Ifyou have an outstanding payment due there will be a
red symbol on top of the epayments icon
e  Click onto the epayments icon and any outstanding
payments will be shown and you can then select the
pavment vou wish to make.

School Fees

Parents are reminded that the school fees for 2024/25 are €44
(including pupil insurance). Payment can be made via the
Aladdin payment facility. All parents are asked to ensure fees
are paid by September 30th.

Parents who have outstanding school fees, payments for
gymnastics, school tours, swimming, football etc from 2023/24
will be contacted over the coming fortnight. Arrangements can
be put in place with the school to pay any outstanding monies

owed on a weekly basis.




Afterschool Activities Term 1 ﬁ

After schools activities will commence on Tuesday 10th September
Please see below the after school scheduled for Term 1. Parents can book activities directly

with the activity provider whose details are provided below. Payments should be made
directly to the provider and not to the school.
%’% After School Activities Term 1 September — December 2024 m
— Day Activity Contact
Tuesdays Art Lessons Linda 086 1409766
Wednesdays Keyboard Lessons Krisha: krisha@creativekeyboards.ie
Thursdays Stem mmcnally@allennationalschool.com
Saturdays Speech & Drama for 7- Tom Madden 087 9813867
11+ year old children

Work undertaken during the summer
The Board of Management had a lot of work undertaken to the school during the
summer months. The interior of the school was painted, the painting on the yard was
refreshed, gutters were cleaned, new notice boards were placed in the Halla, new
photocopiers and printers were installed, additional furniture was sourced for the senior
classes, new whiteboards were installed in 2 of our SET Rooms. Many thanks to all who
helped in any way.

New Mathematics Curriculum

Staff have received notification that Continued Professional
Development has been organised for them in relation to the rollout of
the new Mathematics Curriculum on Monday October 7.

The school will be closed to pupils on that day.

Healthy Lunches

We operate a healthy lunch policy in Allen National School. Our aim is to encourage
children to eat a nutritious and healthy lunch each day. This helps with their learning and

their concentration in school. We would encourage all parents and guardians to ensure |//__—\‘u
that your child has a sandwich, piece of fruit or veg, a healthy drink and yoghurt if they \ R "
like them. Treats are only allowed on Fridays when your child can take a bar or a sugary | '\_%__ e —
snack to school. The Board of Management made application to be included in the Hot \ @&
School Meals Programme in 2023/4 And we have been informed that we are wait listed. —— ot

We will update all parents as soon as any further information becomes available.


https://www.dctrust.ie/experience-glasnevin.html

Allen National

August 2024
School reopens Wednesday 28th August

September 2024
School closed Monday 30th September

October 2024
School closed on Monday 7th October
School closed Monday 28th October - Friday 1st November inclusive

November 2024
School reopens Monday 4th November

December 2024
School finishes at 11.30am Friday December 20th
School closed Monday 23rd December to Friday 3rd January inclusive

January 2025
School reopens Monday 6th January

February 2025
School closed Monday 3rd and Tuesday 4th February
School closed Thursday 20th and Friday 21st February

March 2025
School closed Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th March

April 2025

School finishes at 11.30am on Friday 11th April

School closed Monday 14th to Friday 25th April inclusive
School reopens Monday 28th April

May 2025
School closed Monday 5th and Tuesday 6th May

June 2025
School closed Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd June
School year finishes at 11.30am on Friday 27th June



Student Council 2024-25

Ms Conway will be re-establishing the Student Council for the new school year over the coming
weeks. Pupils from Junior Infants to 6™ Class will be given the opportunity to put themselves and
their ideas forward for election. Children will learn of election procedures, campaigning, voting
and representing your class. The Student Council is very important to our school. The Council
gives our pupils a voice in the school community. Through the Student Council the children can
bring forward their ideas, make suggestions and positively impact school procedures and policies.
The children on the Student Council work with staff and parents to make our school the best
place it can be for all the children.

) W "k_ Green School News

* “ After we have selected our Green School Committee for 2024/25 we will be drawing up our
workplan for the year. This year this will include tasks and tips for becoming more sustainable at
home. To get us all started try these:

e  Use a lunchbox instead of cling film or tin foil and reusable drinks bottles.
e  Make sure you use the double sided facility on a photocopier
e use waste paper for art or as scrap paper for home craft activities
e  Kkeep a litterbag in your car and dispose of your litter properly once at your destination.

Green-Schools

Active School News
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Mr McNally will be working with the staff and pupils again this year to (= ﬁ
increase our physical movement and activity and positively impact our !
overall wellbeing. He has a range of activities planned and some extend

beyond the school wall .... You have been warned!!! e

Football _
It is that time of year again and we are registering for the Comann na ° }
mBunscol. =

Training will commence shortly and parents will be notified via Aladdin. Mr
McNally will be co-ordinating the games and the training this year. More to
follow in the next issue.

GAA Coaching

We are delighted to link again with Ballyteague GFC for coaching this year . Mr Holmes
has proposed some lunchtime blitz matches for pupils across the school and Club coaches
Leislie Thorpe, Ross Glavin and Jason Mooney have volunteered to come on board to help
with this new initiative.




Website and Twitter/X

Check out our new website design at www.allennationalschool.com and
keep up to date with all our latest news on our website and on twitter/X

B,

All new parents can follow us on twitter/X @Allen NS

School Self Evaluation EEVALUATIQ N
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ASSESSMENT ANALYSES  PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT  RESUUS FEEDBACK

Staff have agreed the following areas for our School Self-Evaluation work this year:

e  Well-being

o  Assessment

o Digital Technology

o  Gaeilge
You will be asked to participate in a number of surveys over the coming weeks to give
your feedback, opinions and suggestions on our work in these areas to date and, how we
can further progress and develop teaching and learning in these areas.
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Allen National School
045 860043

www.allennationalschool.com

allen.nationalschool@gmail.com



