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September 13th 2024

“It's the first day of autumn! A time of hot chocolate in mornings and

toasty marshmallow evenings, and, best of all, leaping into leaves!”
Winnie the Pooh (AA Milne)

Pupil Well-Being
We continue our emphasis on promoting pupil well-being and again this year
all the children will be participating in the Weaving Wellbeing Programme. On
the first week of every month, they will take home their workbook to share the
new strategies that they are learning in order to take good care of themselves.
Again, we will be linking our work on well-being to other areas of the .
Weaving

curriculum, particularly, music, drama, visual art and physical movement. a
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THE MORE YOU WEAVE...
THE BETTER YOU FEEL!

You may have noticed we are beginning each day with some upbeat music to
wake us up and put smiles on our faces. A few little minutes for ourselves in the
morning can make all the difference to our day — join us and give it a try!

Thinking of a de-clutter after the summer?

Do you know you can use the Clothes Bank in the Church Car
Park to recycle previously loved items and benefit the children?

Thank you to everyone who uses the clothing bank in Allen church car park. All money raised goes

e directly to Allen National School PTA to help fund various projects for the children throughout the
i year. The Clothes Bank can be used to recycle clean clothes, towels, sheets, blankets, curtains, shoes
and old mobile phones.
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If you have any of the above items and wish to recycle them please feel free to use our Clothes Bank.
Your support will be very much appreciated.



Changes to Parent Parking Arrangements

Members of the PTA have asked, in the interest of the safety of all the children, if parents could be
asked to refrain from parking in front of the Church Car Park wall during morning drop off times.
More parents are parking in front of the wall this year. When parents use these spaces, both parents
a and children have to cross the entrance to the church car park where parents are driving in and out to
drop their children. Pedestrians crossing the entrance, particularly, the younger children, may not be
aware of the volume of traffic going in and out of the car park. There have been reports that it is very
difficult for the parents driving in and out to see any pedestrians because of the wall. The volume of
pedestrians crossing the entrance has increased this year. In the interest of the safety of children and

END OF YEAR ACCOUNTS their parents, we ask all parents not using the drop off to enly park in the car park across the road

when dropping their children to school. Your cooperation with this is very much be appreciated.
2023/2024

Also a gentle reminder that parents should not park in the disabled parking bay or in the school bus
set down area immediately outside the school - it is important that these areas are kept free for those
with parking permits and for school and other buses both in the morning and afternoons.
Reminders will issue via Aladdin this

week to a" parents WhO have The school is Yery much part of theilocal cumﬁmumt?’ a'nd we like to think that we are good I‘IEIgthlﬁlI‘S
, , o to those who live around us, Our neighbours in Ballintine Park have always been very accommodating

OUtStandmg monies owed for activities to the school and school traffic in the mornings and afternoons. With the increased volume of traffic

|ast year. this year, we are noticing that more parents are parking in Ballintine Park and, we have noticed that

We would appreciate prompt payment of carsare now being parked right up to the junction. This means that cars exiting Ballintine Park have

. . to overtake the parked cars and end up on the right hand side of the road — potentially dangerous if

any outstanding monies as we are now e
into anew schoo| year. We ask motorists if parking in Ballintine Park not to park close to the entrance and in the line of sight
for those exiting from the estate.

Pupil Entry

All girls and boys are reminded if you are not getting out of a car in

the drop off area, then you should enter the school via the main gate at
the front of the school and not the small gate from the car park. It is
dangerous to walk into the car park where there are so many cars.

Happily settling into Big School

Congratulations to all the pupils in Ms Fullam’s Junior Infants, who
have completed their first full week in big school. We are very
impressed by how they have fully embraced their new environment —
well done to one and all!



) Beginning of School Year Mass
OOL Reminder that our school mass will be held on Thursday,

Abseiling for Autism

Congratulations and Well Done to Colette who participated in an
exhilarating abseil off the roof of Thomond Park in Limerick on

Sunday August 18™ to raise much needed funds for Autism

Assistance Dogs Ireland (AADI) — a great cause.
Colette extends her thanks to all who supported her.

Autism
Assistance
Dogs
Ireland

Child Protection/Child Safeguarding Information
In line with our Child Protection Policy, the Board wishes to inform all parents,
guardians, carers and childminders that our Child Safeguarding Statement is
available to view on our website or on the wall inside the front door of the
school. Ms. Mc Donagh is the Designated Liaison Person (DLP) and, in her
absence Ms. Fullam is the Deputy Designated Liaison Person (DDLP). The DLP,
and in her absence the Deputy DLP are the first point of contact you make
should you have a concern regarding the welfare and/or safety of any child. This
is a confidential service.

AGM of the Parent Teacher Association (PTA)

P T A AGM of the PTA will take place in the school on Wednesday, September 18™ at
8:30pm. All parents of pupils attending the school are welcome to attend.
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Happily Chirping Away
We had three new arrivals to our school community this week. The pupils in Mr
McNally 2nd Class watched in anticipation as their nearest neighbours - a swallow
family - welcomed 3 little chicks into their nest. Needless to say there was great
excitement all round!!




Cumann na mBunscol U11 Fixtures

It’s that time of year again — time to get our competitive boots on!!

,/, This year we hope to participate in more of the games than ever before with Ballyteague GFC
Hﬁ’ very kindly offering to help fundraise to subsidise the cost of transport to matches for parents.

- & Our existing panel of coaches has expanded, with Ms McEvoy and Ms McNamara (no strangers
to the pitch and having some significant wins under their belts!!) and Ms Brennan coming on

board. They join Ms Garry (herself in an upcoming final- best of luck!!) and Mr Holmes , bot”
of whom coached our teams last year. Mr McNally, is sports co-ordinator for the year.

The season will kick off next week with the U11 Boys’ and U11 Girls’ teams playing .
The Boys are at home to Ballymore Eustace on Tuesday 17", kick off is at 12.15pm
The Girls play Leixlip Educate Together away on Wednesday 18" , kick off TBC

All pupils must wear their football boots and no one will be allowed to play unless they have
gum shields.

Training for teams will take place on Thursdays during lunchtimes. Pupils should wear thei1
school uniform to school and bring their football gear with them. Again, for training pupils

R must wear their football boots and gum shields.

SCHOOL Reminder School Closures

CLOSED Gentle reminder that the school will be closed on Monday September 30th and on
Monday October 7™,

STEM/Lego Afterschool Club

There are a limited number of places for Afterschool STEM/Lego Club
which takes place each Thursday afternoon from 2.30pm until 3.30pm
beginning on 19th September.

If your child would be interested in joining the club, you register your =~ > " ="

interest by emailing mmcnally@allennationalschool.com

Dates for your Diary

The Sacrament of Confirmation will take place on Thursday

March 13™ 2025 at 2:00pm in Allen Church.

: “ The Sacrament of First Holy Communion will take place on
Saturday May 17th 2025 in Allen Church.




Our after school touch
typing course is suitable
for children with
Dyslexia, Dyspraxia
(DCD) and other
learning differences. We
have deliver touch
typing courses to
children since 2008.

een

Is your child shortsighted?

T -

Then Contact Us For :
Myopia Control
Treatment Contact
lenses trial.

All participants will recsive
treatment contact lenses for
the duration of the trial

DURATION: 12 Months

Who can Participate?

- Children with Myopia or
short-sightedness,

- Children aged 7 — 11 years,

- Those who wear prescription
spectacles or contact lensas.

- Those who have never used any
form of myopla control spectaclas or
contact lenses before.

085 178 7663

mosaic@tudublin.ie

Don't let poor
handwriting
slow your child
progress

We don't just care
about typing.

We care about
your child

Free first trial available, your child will be
initially assess and we will be able to give
you estimate on the words per minute they
can achieve on our typing class.

To access a free frial go
and click on free trial booking button.

South Kildaire Sthools
Smartphone Alliance launching
September 2024

In response to the increasing concerns regarding the use of
personal smartphones by children under 12 and in alignment
with the Department of Education’s recommendations, our
school's Parent's Council is collaborating with other primary
schools in South Kildare to introduce a Voluntary
Smartphone Pact starting this September.

Further details about this initiative will be communicated in the
upcoming months.

Information Night
This night will be to provide additional information to parents and
answers to any
questions that may arise. There will also be speakers on the night to
discuss the
impact of smartphones on children under 12 years old.
Date: 18TH September 2024
Time: 7.30 pm
Venue: CMWS Hall, Saint Brigid's Square, Kildare Town, Kildare.
R51 WN51
Tickets: this is a free event and tickets are available on:
https://skssmartphonealliance.com



Autumn Art

This week Ms. Brennans 6th Class were busy perfecting their artistic
skills. Here are some of their interpretations of the Copper Fox.
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RANDOM FACTS
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Allen National School
045 860043
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