Teaching and Learning

Aistear is the Early Childhood Curriculum Framework for children
from birth to six years. (www.ncca.ie/aistear). . It describes the
types of learning that are important for young children. We use this
framework here in Allen NS, particularly with children in our Junior
and Senior Infant classes. The framework emphasises the
importance of play in the lives of children and provides lots of ideas on how we can support
children to become competent and confident learners, and independent, happy and resilient
individuals.

Aistear uses 4 themes to describe what children learn during their early years:

> Well-being,

» Identity and Belonging,
> and

» Exploring and Thinking.

Staff provide our pupils with lots of learning opportunities across these themes and integrate
play into lessons and activities across all aspects of the Primary School Curriculum.

The Aistear Toolkit which you will find at www.ncca.ie/aisteartoolkit has lots of resources
that will help parents/guardians at home to support their child’s learning and development
through play.
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