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Important Nyt Allergy Notice Reminder!!
Our school is a nut free zone.
Parents/Guardians of pupils in 3" and 6" School will be closed on Monday May 5t
classes are asked to be particularly and Tuesday May 6™ and June 3" and 4"
vigilant. Please do not give your child any as previously notified.

nuts when they are coming to school.

Tour Dates

Class teachers have selected and booked the following tours for the
children — bet you wish you had someone organise a day trip for you!!

There is great excitement and everyone is looking forward to their day
out!! Information on cost and payment method have issued to parents

on Aladdin.
Junior & Senior Infants Tuesday 25™ June Kildare Farm Foods
15t & 2" Classes Friday 21% June Birr Castle
3 & 4™ Classes Tuesday 11%" June Funtasia Waterpark,
Drogheda
5% & 6% Class Wednesday 12t June Jumpzone Sandyford,
Glasnevin Cemetery

Price includes bus and entrant’s fee. Please bring a lunch, drinks and sun
cream. Payment to be made by electronic transfer preferably. By paying you
are giving consent for your child to go on the tour. We are aware of the price

increase in tours over the past number of years and this year and we have

tried to keep costs as close as possible to €25 where possible.
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Peata Dogs are the
Experts in Smile Therapy

Ty proves he is an expert in smile
therapy!

Ty returned for a visit on Wednesday morning
last. He met the pupils in 5" class who read
some of their novel for him. Ty’s kind and
caring nature helped everyone to relax and all

their worries melted away! Everyone really Lost Property
enjoyed the experience. Well done Ty! The lost property is piling

. fvmww| i L up again. Please make sure

to label all items of
clothing.

. Junior Infant School
Dates for your diary Vision Screening

Additional School Closure: The school will be closed on June 7" to

The Junior Infant School
facilitate the Local Elections.

Vision Screening will take

End of Year Mass and 6" Class Graduation: June 20th @ 10am

Parish Cup: It is hoped the annual Parish Cup games will take place on place on Wednesday 8th May
May 315t weather permitting. More to follow. 2024.
Re-scheduled Swimming for 15t, 2", 5" and 6" Class pupils - The E |
re-scheduled swimming lesson will take place on Friday May 24", )
Please ensure your child brings their swimming gear to school on this FP:
date rege
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Standardised Testing

- As mentioned in our last Newsletter, parents are reminded that at this time of year, all primary
schools commence standardised testing. Attendance during the month of May is particularly
important. Please ensure your child is in school unless she/he is unwell.

In Allen NS, assessment of phonics, literacy and numeracy skills occurs in the junior classes and
pupils in classes from 1st to 6th class will complete standardised testing to assess their progress
in literacy, numeracy and spelling. Such tests are a snapshot of the children’s progress. We use
many forms of assessment during the year and it is important to remember this is just one such
method.

Parents can find additional information on standardised assessments from the NCCA at the end
of this edition of the Newsletter or by visiting
https://Incca.ie/media/1429/understanding-standardscores_eng.pdf

Your child’s class teacher knows how hard they have worked during the year and the end of year
school report will issue mid-June and will contain both teachers’ comments and the results of the
required assessments. Parents will have the opportunity to follow-up with teaching staff before
the end of this school year.

First Communion

The children in 2" Class will receive their
First Holy Communion on Saturday next, May
11t at 11am.

Ms Ni Chaoimh and Ms Brett and the Allen NS g *# ‘
w

Choir have been preparing for the ceremony.

It is very important all members of the choir
attend, if possible. Choir members should
arrive to the church at 10:50 am and will be

finished at 12 noon. Huge thanks in advance Art COm petition

to their parents for their co-operation — we

understand how busy Saturday mornings are The judging of the annual Art Competition will
and appreciate your support in dropping and take place on Wednesday 8" May and winners
collecting your child. will be announced on Friday May 10'". The
standards are very high again this year with
competition reaching fever pitch last week!! Well
done to all the girls and boys and their teachers.
The art on the corridors and classrooms provide
a great summer atmosphere inside the school -
really lifting our spirits on the bad weather days
we have been having lately!




SCHOOL INSURANCE FOR 2024/25

As usual, Allen NS will be offering families the option to purchase Pupil Personal Accident
Insurance for the school year 2024/25. The policy covers 24 hours/365 days for school
activities, social, domestic and leisure activities (including school holidays). The policy will be
available in the coming weeks on Aladdin payments page, cover starts as soon as school
reopens in August. Closing date for application will be Sept. 30th 2024.

Please remember to always check your Aladdin App for important messages and updates.

Anti-Bullying and Pupil Well-Being
Lessons to increase pupils’ awareness of the
importance of recognising bullying, naming it and
not engaging with it continue on a monthly basis
in each class and are followed by pupil well-being
lessons to promote self-esteem, confidence and
positive mental health,

Parents can view our Anti-Bullying Policy on our

school website
http://www.allennationalschool.com/anti-bullying-policy.html

Active Schools Week

Mr McNally will host Active
Schools Week the last week in
June. More information in the

next newsletter.
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In the interest of safety
Please drive carefully when
entering and leaving the
drop-off zone. Please ensure all
pupils get out of the car on the
passenger side.




Young Entrepreneur Programme — Produce Fair — 5" Class

Owing to unforeseen circumstances, the fair planned to showcase the
products from the Young Entrepreneur Programme in 5" class has
been postponed until late May/early June. All parents will be informed
of the date in advance. There is no need for children to bring money
for items until the day of the fair.

News From the Classrooms

1. Relationships & Sexuality Education (RSE)

Reminder to all parents that class teachers — Junior Infants to 6" Class - will be delivering the
Relationships and Sexuality lessons, Stay Safe and Walk Tall lessons over the coming weeks.
Class teachers will inform parents of the dates of the lessons.

2. 6" Class visit to St Farnan’s Post Primary School, Prosperous \ huge success

On Thursday, May 2"9, pupils from 6" class visited St Farnan’s Post Primary School,
Prosperous, to conclude their participation in this year’s Creative Clusters initiative. The
pupils participated in a range of literacy related workshops and interacted with pupils from our
partner schools. They met second level students who provided valuable insights into
transitioning to second level for our pupils. A most enjoyable day was had by all.

Cumann na mBunscol

Competitions are currently in full swing.

Hard luck to our U/10 Boys and their coaches Mrs Flavin and Ms. Longworth
who lost out by just one point to Gaelscoil Mhic Aodha on 25th April. They all
played so well and, even in defeat, did their coaches, teachers peer and
parents proud.

Our U/13 Boys are through to the semi-finals and will play Broadford in
Cadamstown on Tuesday 14th May at 12 noon. Best of luck to the boys and
their coaches Ms Longworth and Mr Holmes.

Our U/13 girls team, coached by Mrs Flavin and Ms Garry, had a great match
against St. Patricks, Newbridge on Monday last. It was a fast paced game and
the girls ended very strongly securing themselves a place in the upcoming
semi finals.

Thanks to our staff who give up lunch breaks to coach the children and to
Sandra from Ballyteague GFC who provides training on Wednesdays.



School Self Evaluation (SSE)

School self-evaluation is a collaborative, inclusive, and reflective process of internal school
review. It involves gathering information from a range of sources, and then making
judgements about practice and about how well pupils and staff are doing. The key focus of
school self-evaluation is to bring about improvements in pupils’ learning.

The In-School Management Team is working with Board Members, staff and pupils to identify
our priorities, parents will then be contacted to give their opinions on a number of areas.

The Department of Education has requested schools to use SSE to initiate a wellbeing
promotion review and development cycle. The original timeframe for the achievement of this
goal, which is contained in the Department of Education Wellbeing Policy Statement and
Framework for Practice was modified in light of the impact of COVID-19. The requirement
now is that all schools will use the SSE process to initiate a wellbeing promotion review and
development cycle by 2025. To this end the Board of Management has introduced a number
of measures into the school over the past 2 years. Over the coming weeks a survey will issue
to all parents/guardians seeking your views on pupil well-being in our school. Your
co-operation in completing the survey will be much appreciated.

Fun Facts

Did you know the Dawn Chorus is at its best at the moment?
Simply put, the dawn chorus is the collective twitterings, tweetings and chirps of wild birds. The
sound is unmistakable. It starts with a few songs — listen for robins, blackbirds and thrushes — just
before dawn. They’re soon joined by other voices until all the birds in the area are singing together.

The dawn chorus is all about defending territory and raising chicks. The singing you can hear in the
morning is typically carried out by male birds. Making so much noise uses up a lot of energy,
especially on an empty stomach and after a chilly night, so only the strongest, best-fed males will
produce the loudest songs. In doing they demonstrate to females that they are fit, healthy and hold a
territory with plenty of food. A loud song also serves as a deterrent for any rival males who may be
looking to move in.




