Allen National School
Newsletter

2024/2025 Issue 11 January 20th 2025

Welcome to our first Newsletter of 2025!
We would like to wish you all a very Happy New Year

Ctarting Choo

Admissions

Admissions to primary schools was earlier this year with applications being made and processed in
November. A number of parents have contacted us as they thought it was January like previous
years. If you, or someone you know, have not yet made application to our school and would like to,
it would be important that you contact us immediately.

Peace Proms

Ms. Ni Chaoimh and members of Allen National School
Choir have been busy rehearsing for the upcoming Peace
Proms which will take place on Saturday February 1st in
the RDS.

We are so proud of their participation. Well done everyone,
we hope you and your family members really enjoy the
experience.




Space Exploration

Mr. Mc Nally (Science Co-ordinator) very kindly organised an “Allen Space
Exploration Day” with Dr. Caitriona Jackman from DIAS Dunsink Observatory on
Friday 17th January. Dr. Jackman and her colleagues Alexandra Fogg and Sadbh
Leahy met with all classes where they explored the solar system and the planets
through discussion, presentations, music and dance. In the afternoon, the pupils

from the senior classes had the opportunity to interview the astrophysicists about
their career paths and work.
We all had an out of this world experience and learned so much. Huge thanks to
Caitriona and her colleagues.




Parent Teacher Meetings

As our Parent Teacher meetings planned for November coincided with our
WSE, they had to be rescheduled to the second term. We are delighted to
inform you that Parent Teacher Meetings have now been organised for Tuesday {# 4
11th February, Wednesday 12th February and Thursday 13th February. %

You can now book your meeting slot on Aladdin as follows:
e Families with 3 or more children can book their slots on Feb 3rd :
e Families with 2 or more children can book their slots on Feb 4th

e All other parents can book their slot on Feb 5th

If your child receives additional support, Stage 2 and Stage 3 (IEP) meetings
will be held from Feb 5th - Feb 14th. Ms Conway and/or your child's support
teacher will be in contact with you to arrange their meetings.

Gymnastics & Swimming Fees

It is that time of the year when Mr. Mc Nally organises the PE and sports
events for terms 2 and 3. This includes gymnastics and swimming. There
are some payments still outstanding from last year. The e payment option

has been created to facilitate parents who may have overlooked paying

through the bank last year. If you have fees outstanding you will get a
notification through Aladdin and we would greatly appreciate if you could
make your payment as soon as possible. Thank you.
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Student Council
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St“de . = " The Student Council continues to meet. The members
T - are working with Ms. Conway on an initiative for all the
0 | ncl pupils. More will follow soon

Upcoming Closures in February 2025:

?

Reminder school will be closed on Monday 3rd February
and Tuesday 4th February. We will also be closed on
Thursday 20th and Friday 21st February for the February
mid-term break.




Grandparents Day 2025

Grandparents Day will be held on Thursday next 23rd of
February. All Grandparents are welcome to attend. The day
will begin with Mass at 10am in Allen Church this will be
followed by refreshments in the school and then visits to the
classes. The event will conclude at approximately 1pm .
This year Grandparents are being asked to bring along an
artifact from their childhood to share with the children e.g. a

toy, a picture, a book etc.

¥  We will have a timetable for the visits to the classes.
Grandparents are asked to adhere to the time slots so that
they get to visit everyone,As it may not be possible for every
pupils Grandparents to attend, children are welcome and
encouraged to bring in photos of their Grandparents and
they will be displayed on our memories noticeboard and we
will have a noticeboard to record all the Grandparents who
live abroad this year. Grandparents who can attend ar asked
to interact with all children in the class so no child feels
excluded or lonely on the day.

Lego Club

Lego Club will begin for a new term on Wednesday 22nd January. The
club is organised by Mr. Mc Nally and will run on Wednesdays from
2.30pm to 3.30pm. Pupils from 1st class to 4th class are eligible to

participate and the cost is €36 for the 6 weeks. Register your interest by

emailing Mr. Mc Nally on mmcnally@allennationalschool.com Places
are filled on a first come first served basis.

Reminder re Football Training

Football training continues on Thursdays at lunch time for ‘,5 @ik

A d all pupils interested in participating on school football Yy

w teams. T
6 = Only pupils who consistently train can be considered for the

‘@ \teams. Please ensure your child(ren) brings their gear on
¢ hursdays including gum shields. School uniform and not ‘ ; J :
tracksuits should be worn to school on Thursdays.




Catholic schools week takes place from 20th to 24th
February this year

Staff CPD Prlrmry
All teaching staff engaged with CPD provided from Oide relating to the LG nguage

Primary Language Curriculum on Monday 13th January. The training was

organised by the Board in June 2024 and consists of a number of workshops. CUr riculum

This was the second workshop, the first having taken place in September
last.

Upgrade to our Heating System (€3} = o 55
Work commenced this week on the complete Sl =7 ther Zpr® carmatons
upgrading of our heating system. All pipes and ' Birthday i Flowers

radiators are being replaced and new boilers are @
being installed. Work will continue over the g JAN UARY
coming weeks. = _
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co-operation in ensuring your child comes to
school in their uniform is much appreciated.
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Allen National School
045 860043

www.allennationalschool.com

allen.nationalschool@gmail.com



